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Let’s get started
The world is changing. There are lots of new challenges 
that will need new technology and new ideas. The Welsh 
+SZIVRQIRX�[ERXW�]SY�XS�LEZI�XLI�ȭRS[PIHKI��WȭMPPW�ERH�
experiences you’ll need to succeed. 

So the curriculum in your school 
is changing.

Curriculum isn’t just about what you learn. It’s also about 
how you learn and the reasons why you learn.
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Your school’s new curriculum will be a journey of 
knowledge, skills and experiences. 

It’s designed by teachers.  
They will plan the lessons and learning that will help 
]SY�FI�VIEH]�JSV�]SYV�JYXYVI��8LI]�[MPP�[SVȭ�[MXL�SXLIV�
schools and have guidance which other teachers have 
written to help them.

It’s built for all children. 
The new curriculum will support you through creative 
lessons that have real-life meaning. It will help you to 
VIƽIGX�ERH�XLMRȭ�EFSYX�[LEX�]SYƅZI�PIEVRX�ERH�QSZI�
forward. 

It’s made for a fast-changing world. 
The world is more connected so the subjects you learn 
[MPP�FI�QSVI�GSRRIGXIH�XSS��ȬRS[PIHKI�MW�WXMPP�VIEPP]�
MQTSVXERX��WS�XLI�RI[�GYVVMGYPYQ�[MPP�KMZI�]SY�WȭMPPW�ERH�
opportunities to grow. 

This leaflet tells you 
about what will change.  



The four purposes 
These four purposes will be the foundation of 
everything you learn. 

All children and young people will get support to be:
 Ɣ ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn 

throughout their lives
 Ɣ enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to 
TPE]�E�JYPP�TEVX�MR�PMJI�ERH�[SVȭ

 Ɣ ethical, informed citizens [LS�EVI�VIEH]�XS�XEȭI�
part in Wales and the world

 Ɣ ��v¨È�âƜ��³®ï��®È��®��Û��Ëv¨Ã�who are ready to lead 
JYPƼPPMRK�PMZIW�EW�ZEPYIH�QIQFIVW�SJ�WSGMIX]��
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Ambitious, capable 
learners 

Ethical, informed 
citizens 

Enterprising, 
creative 
contributors 

Healthy, 
EQPƒFGPV�
individuals 
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The curriculum your school develops should cover: 
 Ɣ human rights and the United Nations Convention on 
XLI�ȫMKLXW�SJ�XLI�'LMPH

 Ɣ diversity and respecting differences 
 Ɣ I\TIVMIRGIW�ERH�WȭMPPW�JSV�GEVIIVW�ERH�XLI�[SVȭTPEGI
 Ɣ PSGEP��REXMSREP�ERH�MRXIVREXMSREP�EWTIGXW�SJ�EPP�PIEVRMRK�

They must also teach you about relationships and sexuality 
education too.

Areas of learning and experience 
Expressive Arts  

Exploring the arts so you 
learn to use your knowledge, 
skills and imagination to 
create.

Learning to appreciate the 
arts and to reflect on your 
own work.

Humanities 

Exploring history, geography, 
politics, religions, 
businesses, cultures and 
societies in Wales and 
around the world.

Mathematics and 
Numeracy

Understanding numbers.

Using symbols in maths.

Exploring shapes and 
measurement.

Learning about statistics 
and probability.

Health and 
Well-being 

Learning about healthy 
eating and healthy 
relationships.
Learning to make good 
decisions and deal with 
influences.
Learning how to look after 
your mental health and 
emotional well-being.

Languages, Literacy 
and Communication

Learning about languages. 

Understanding and using  
Welsh, English and other 
international languages.

Understanding and creating 
literature.

Science and 
Technology 

Understanding the 
importance of science and 
technology. 

Learning about design and 
engineering, living things, 
matter, forces and energy, 
and how computers work.

The new curriculum is about helping you connect your 
learning. 

As well as learning literacy��numeracy and digital skills��
there will be six areas of learning and experience. You 
QMKLX�RSX�LEZI�PIWWSRW�GEPPIH�XLIWI��FYX�IZIV]XLMRK�]SY�
learn will connect to these areas.
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Creativity and innovation skills

=SY�[MPP�LEZI�STTSVXYRMXMIW�XS�I\TPSVI��
GSQQYRMGEXI��GVIEXI�TPERW�ERH�ƼRH�WSPYXMSRW�

 

Critical thinking and problem-solving skills 

=SY�[MPP�LEZI�STTSVXYRMXMIW�XS�EWȭ�UYIWXMSRW��
PSSȭ�EX�XLI�IZMHIRGI��QEȭI�HIGMWMSRW�ERH�WSPZI�
problems. 

 

Personal effectiveness

=SY�[MPP�PIEVR�XS�QEȭI�XLI�QSWX�SJ�]SYV�XMQI�ERH�
XEPIRXW��=SYƅPP�KIX�WYTTSVX�XS�KVS[�MR�GSRƼHIRGI��
FIGSQI�E[EVI�SJ�HMJJIVIRX�WSGMEP��GYPXYVEP�ERH�
IXLMGEP�ZMI[W�ERH�PIEVR�JVSQ�]SYV�QMWXEȭIW�

 

Planning and organising skills 

=SY�[MPP�PIEVR�XS�QEREKI�]SYV�XMQI��WIX�KSEPW��
QEȭI�HIGMWMSRW�ERH�GLIGȭ�]SYV�[SVȭ��

Important life skills
%W�[IPP�EW�PMXIVEG]��RYQIVEG]�ERH�HMKMXEP�
GSQTIXIRGI��XLI�RI[�GYVVMGYPYQ�[MPP�LEZI�
QSVI�STTSVXYRMXMIW�JSV�]SY�XS�PIEVR�WȭMPPW���



What Matters
We want to make sure that your learning 
focuses on things that matter for you now 
and in your adult life. 
Each area of learning and experience has 
Statements of what matters in learning. 
8LI]�LIPT�]SY�XLMRȭ�EFSYX�[LEX�]SYƅVI�
PIEVRMRK��8LI]�LIPT�]SY�WII�LS[�XSTMGW�PMRȭ�XS�
IEGL�SXLIV��XS�[SVȭ�ERH�XS�PMJI��

Statements of what matters can help you 
NSMR�YT�XLI�HSXW��%W�]SYV�PIEVRMRK�KVS[W��]SY�
[MPP�PMRȭ�]SYV�PIEVRMRK�XSKIXLIV�QSVI���
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An example of how it works 
In the Expressive Arts�EVIE�SJ�PIEVRMRK�ERH�I\TIVMIRGI��SRI�SJ�XLI�Statements 
of what matters is: 

‘Engagement in the arts helps nurture and grow your creativity.’ 

%W�]SY�TVSKVIWW�ERH�XLMRȭ�EFSYX�]SYV�PIEVRMRK��]SYƅPP�LEZI�HMJJIVIRX�I\TIVMIRGIW���

I can create using 
different materials. 

By exploring different 
forms of communication 
in the arts I am developing 
my sense of self.

I can understand Welsh 
literature and can use what 
I hear, read and view to 
help create my own work.
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Moving forward
8LI�RI[�GYVVMGYPYQ�MW�E�NSYVRI]�Ɓ�FYMPHMRK�]SYV�ȭRS[PIHKI��WȭMPPW�ERH�
experiences.

There may be times when you: 
 Ɣ QSZI�JSV[EVH�UYMGȭP]
 Ɣ WPS[�HS[R�XS�QEȭI�WYVI�]SY�YRHIVWXERH�E�XSTMG
 Ɣ XEȭI�E�HIXSYV�FIGEYWI�]SY�HMWGSZIV�WSQIXLMRK�XLEX�MRXIVIWXW�]SY�

1SZMRK�JSV[EVH�MWRƅX�EP[E]W�PMRȭIH�XS�]SYV�EKI��-X�[SRƅX�LETTIR�MR�XLI�
WEQI�[E]��EX�XLI�WEQI�XMQI�JSV�IZIV]SRI��

You will move forward as:
 Ɣ ]SYV�ȭRS[PIHKI�MRGVIEWIW�
 Ɣ your understanding of things gets deeper 
 Ɣ ]SYV�GSQQYRMGEXMSR�WȭMPPW�KVS[�
 Ɣ ]SYV�WȭMPPW�MQTVSZI��

Assessment
Assessment will be built into your school’s curriculum 
and will be part of your everyday learning experience. 

=SYƅPP�FI�[SVȭMRK�[MXL�]SYV�XIEGLIVW�XS�YRHIVWXERH�LS[�
well you’re moving forward. This is important to:

 Ɣ help you see where you are in your learning
 Ɣ help you plan your next learning steps
 Ɣ spot any issues or extra support you need
 Ɣ ƼRH�[E]W�XS�WXVIXGL�SV�GLEPPIRKI�]SY�XS�PIEVR�QSVI�
 Ɣ help teachers see how well their class is doing.  
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Getting ready
It’s exciting to have a new curriculum for Wales. The next step is to see it 
GSQI�XS�PMJI�MR�WGLSSPW��(SRƅX�[SVV]��WGLSSPW�ERH�XIEGLIVW�[MPP�WXEVX�GLERKMRK�
what they teach and how they teach before this. They will already be 
preparing for their new curriculum. 

8LI�RI[�GYVVMGYPYQ�[MPP�WXEVX�MR�7ITXIQFIV�������%W�]SY�KIX�SPHIV��MX�[MPP�
grow with you. 

Old curriculum  New curriculum 

Thanks for 
reading this
-J�]SY�[ERX�XS�ȭRS[�QSVI�EFSYX�XLI�RI[�
GYVVMGYPYQ��KS�XS��

gov.wales/education-changing

 

 Year 11

Year 10

Year 9

Year 8

Year 7
and all Primary

2022  2023  2024  2025  2026

How to get involved
8LI�9RMXIH�2EXMSRW�'SRZIRXMSR�SR�XLI�ȫMKLXW�SJ�XLI�'LMPH��92'ȫ'
�WE]W�
you have a right to be involved and have a say in decisions that affect 
]SYV�PMJI��7S��[I�[ERX�XS�ȭRS[�[LEX�]SY�XLMRȭ�EFSYX�[LEX�]SY�PIEVR��LS[�
you learn and where you learn it.    

8LIVI�[MPP�FI�STTSVXYRMXMIW�JSV�]SY��]SYV�TEVIRXW�ERH�]SYV�PSGEP�
community to get involved in developing your school’s curriculum. 
)ZIV]SRI�[SVȭMRK�XSKIXLIV�[MPP�LIPT�]SY�KIX�XLI�FIWX�IHYGEXMSR�ERH�
prepare you for your future.

@WG_Education

educationwales

@edubeginsathome

beginsathome

https://gov.wales/education-changing
https://twitter.com/WG_Education
https://www.facebook.com/educationwales
https://twitter.com/edubeginsathome
https://www.facebook.com/beginsathome
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